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§3531. Congressional declaration of purpose

The Congress hereby declares that the general
welfare and security of the Nation and the
health and living standards of our people re-
quire, as a matter of national purpose, sound de-
velopment of the Nation’s communities and
metropolitan areas in which the vast majority
of its people live and work.

To carry out such purpose, and in recognition
of the increasing importance of housing and
urban development in our national life, the Con-
gress finds that establishment of an executive
department is desirable to achieve the best ad-
ministration of the principal programs of the
Federal Government which provide assistance
for housing and for the development of the Na-
tion’s communities; to assist the President in
achieving maximum coordination of the various
Federal activities which have a major effect
upon urban community, suburban, or metropoli-
tan development; to encourage the solution of
problems of housing, urban development, and
mass transportation through State, county,
town, village, or other local and private action,
including promotion of interstate, regional, and
metropolitan cooperation; to encourage the
maximum contributions that may be made by
vigorous private homebuilding and mortgage
lending industries to housing, urban develop-
ment, and the national economy; and to provide
for full and appropriate consideration, at the na-
tional level, of the needs and interests of the Na-
tion’s communities and of the people who live
and work in them.

(Pub. L. 89-174, §2, Sept. 9, 1965, 79 Stat. 667.)
CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 624 of
former Title 5, Executive Departments and Govern-
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ment Officers and Employees, prior to the general revi-
sion and enactment of Title 5, Government Organiza-
tion and Employee by Pub. L. 89-554, §1, Sept. 1, 1966,
80 Stat. 378.

EFFECTIVE DATE: INTERIM APPOINTMENTS

Section 11 of Pub. L. 89-174 provided that:

‘‘(a) The provisions of this Act [enacting this chapter
and amending sections 1 and 2211 of former Title 5, Ex-
ecutive Departments and Government Officers and Em-
ployees, section 19(d)(1) of Title 3, the President, sec-
tion 1723 of Title 12, Banks and Banking and section
1451(c) of this title] shall take effect upon the expira-
tion of the first period of sixty calendar days following
the date on which this Act is approved by the President
[Sept. 9, 1965], or on such earlier date as the President
shall specify by Executive order published in the Fed-
eral Register, except that any of the officers provided
for in sections 3(a), 4(a), and 4(b) of this Act [sections
35632(a), 3533(a), and 3533(b) of this title] may be nomi-
nated and appointed, as provided in such sections, at
any time after the date this Act is approved by the
President [Sept. 9, 1965].

‘“(b) In the event that one or more officers required
by this Act, to be appointed, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate, shall not have entered upon of-
fice on the effective date of this Act, the President may
designate any person who was an officer of the Housing
and Home Finance Agency immediately prior to said
effective date to act in such office until the office is
filled as provided in this Act or until the expiration of
the first period of sixty days following said effective
date, whichever shall first occur. While so acting such
persons shall receive compensation at the rates pro-
vided by this Act for the respective offices in which
they act.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1989 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 101-235, §1(a), Dec. 15, 1989, 103 Stat. 1987, pro-
vided that: ‘“This Act [see Tables for classification]
may be cited as the ‘Department of Housing and Urban
Development Reform Act of 1989°.”

SHORT TITLE

Section 1 of Pub. L. 89-174 provided: ‘“That this Act
[enacting this chapter, amending section 1451 of this
title, sections 1 and 2211 of former Title 5, Executive
Departments and Government Officers and Employees
(see sections 101 and 5312 of Title 5, Government Orga-
nization and Employees), section 19 of Title 3, The
President, and section 1723 of Title 12, Banks and Bank-
ing] may be cited as the ‘Department of Housing and
Urban Development Act’.”

SAVINGS PROVISION: ABATEMENT OF ACTIONS; CONTINU-
ATION OF RULES, REGULATIONS, ETC.; REFERENCES IN
OTHER LAWS TO HOUSING AND HOME FINANCE AGEN-
CY; LAPSE OF AGENCIES

Section 9 of Pub. L. 89-174 provided that:

‘“(a) No cause of action by or against any agency
whose functions are transferred by this Act [see Short
Title note above and section 3534 of this title], or by or
against any officer of any agency in his official capac-
ity, shall abate by reason of this enactment. Such
causes of action may be asserted by or against the
United States or such official of the Department as
may be appropriate.

“(b) No suit, action, or other proceeding commenced
by or against any agency whose functions are trans-
ferred by this Act [see Short Title note above and sec-
tion 3534 of this title], or by or against any officer of
any such agency in his official capacity, shall abate by
reason of the enactment of this Act. A court may at
any time during the pendency of the litigation, on its
own motion or that of any party, order that the same
may be maintained by or against the United States or
such official of the Department as may be appropriate.

‘“(c) Except as may be otherwise expressly provided in
this Act [see Short Title note above], all powers and
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